IBINGS OF THR FIRST SESSION OF THE, SECOND MIZCRAM
IEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY HELD LT THRE ASETMBLY HALL FROM
Ve 218T JUNE, 1978 TO 1+TH JULY, 1978 | - -

aN_D SETING ON 221\113 J‘UNE 1978..& mag ol .

Pu Thangridema, Speaker in the’ Chqir, Chief Minister, h-Ministers
and 24 Members.:.

BUSINESS

.1 Address by the Lieutenant Governor.
%, Laying of copy of Address on the Table.
3. Motion of Thanke. o

| L.e..’S@cH" -

Mr. Speaker and Hon'ble.Members,

It gives e great pleasure to welcome you to the first
session of the newly elected Mizoram Legislative hAssembly. I S
extend a hearty welcome to all Fembers of thts House and wish them
a frultful tenure in the service of our pecple. It 1s = matter
of great satisfactlon that the entire process of election to the
Legislative Assembly has passed off smoothly without any untoward.
incident, It 13 the first-time that elections have bée n held in-
the month of May when tains had commencecd. In spite of the diffi- .
culties in commnications and transporsaticn, the electoral and
security arrangements worked efficiently =and elections were
completed as .scheduled. The peaceful conduct of elections in .
Mizoram 1s particularly creditable when viewed .against the back—,f
ground of the Aisturbed conditions which have prewaliled in this .
territory since 1966, The credit goes primarily to.the political
7. turity of the electorate and the confidence which our people ..
have In the democratic principles and nrocesses enshrined in
our Constitution. _ _ : :

2e. The Council of Ministers which assumed offiee earlier
thig wonth has come in on the basis of a popular.verdict given by
the pecple at the Polls. In a way, this mandate by the pecple.is.

a re-~affirmation. of their 'faith-in the p of peace and abjurement
of vlolence. My Government stands commi t¥s finding 'a peaceful
golution of alt problems in & spirit of ' reconciliation., In this
spirit we welcome the understaniinp reqched on 1st Jhly, 1976,
batween the Mizo National Front and Government of India »nd eagerly
awalt its final implementation. The psath of. violencc h*s brought
nothing but misery sand sufferings for our people  and my Gevernment
will work sincerely and steadfastly towards achieving lwstlng

punce in Mizoram. In thls. endeavour, consiferations of any Part?

w3
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or Group 1nterests w1“l not be allowed to come in the WEY 4
because achievemeat of "peace ds the sole overwhelming desire
of all people in Mizoram and this noble task should transcend
all.other considerations, My Govermment would, therefore,
appeal to all people 1A Mi¥oram, including those who are still
underground; to extend their whole-hearted cooperatlon in
achiev1ng thls great objéctive,:

3 Mizoram has remained backward partly due to the distur-
bed conditions. Comparatively peaceful conditions prevailing
during the last two years provided an opgportunity for taking
up developmental projects in the interior. Our people have
not really tasted the fruits of planned economic development
and it is time that an allout effort is mounted in this @ . e
shhere. In the coming years my Government will strivehard
to make up for the last time and give a big thrust to develop-
mental activities in all fields and improve the standard of
living of the common men., This is essentiml for wiring out
the back-log ,of economic backwardness and for catching up
with the more advanced areas in the country. This will require
sustained hard work by the GOVernmental-machinbry “nd Blso by
the people. Mizos are a hard-working and forwsrd-locking
people.and I have no doubt that given the opportunity and
guidance they will forge ahead and brlnq prBSperltJ to their
terrltory. _ _

k4, ‘The annual Devalmpmunt Plan f0r the currcnt yeﬁr has -
an outlay of Bs 16.65 crores as against last year's outlay of

B 11.36 crores - an 'increase of over 46%. The major takk before
the Government would be proper utilization of ~thes: funds so
that the common man- gets -tha maximum benefit. Witk the assump-

tion of office by the Janato Government at the Centre, the prior-

ities in planning have underpone a welcome shift, The emphasis
foday is on rural development and small-scale and village | _
industries aimed at genercting large-scale emnloyment. Agricul-
ture is a high priority sector, This shift in priorities is of.ﬂ
advantage to us in Mizoram, as we mestly live in.villages and
are dependent for livellhood on agpiruktures The bane of agri- .
culture in Mizoram has been the traditional syss-tem of shifting
cultivation which has led to destruction of forests year after
year. It will be the main strategy of my Government to wean
-people away from this wasteful practice and settle them on o
permanent. cultivation by. ~coldking: land in the valleys, and =
terracing the hill-sidesg During the' current year 1t is pro-
posed to reclaim and terrace 500 hectares of land. .
5,  hApart from Qromoting pacdy cultivatien in Tow lends,
it is proposed to d’versify our productlon pattern., Such a
diversification seems essential not only for greater. prospe-
rity of our people but also for safe.uarding their interests
in the event of a calamity of the typv(Thlngtqm) we - faced
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last year when a considerable portion of our paddy.crs; was
destroyed by rats. Here it would be relevant to mention the
success achleved in the cultivation of ginger which was taken
up in a big way only 3 years ago. Production of ginger has
gone up from a mere 33,000 guintals( 282,72 HA) in 197475

to about 3 lakh quintals ( 5,250 Hi) in 1977-78 as per estima-
tes of the Lgriculture Department. Potatoes and maize hhve
also been Introduced and the success achleved so far is very
encouraging. The current seasonal crop of potatoes 1s estima-
ted to be over 50 thousand guintals, which will fetch about

70 to 75 lakhs of rupees to the growers, Maize and Behliang
(Arhar) can easily thrive in large parts of Mizoram and can .
rovide useful addition to the local food crop. Although,

" traditionally we are rice~eating people, it will be desirable

to gradually change our diet psttern and make it more balanced.
Here I would like to mention that besidos our efforts to produce
moré food and cash creps we will also have to devote attentlion
to explore suitable markets for our surpluses and secure the
best pribce for the growers, .

6 "ﬁpart_from foodgrain crops, schemes for promoting orange,
pineapyle, coffee and rubber plantations in Mizoram have also

" been formulated. For undertaking reserch in the field of agri-

culture a Sub-Station has been set up at Kolasib by the Indlan
Council of Agricultural Rescorch. & Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(Agricultural Training Ceatre) has also been set up next to this
Su. -Station for glving training to cultivators 1n the latest
scicntific techniques in agriculture, We are also establishing
an integrated Training Centee at{ Hnahthial for imparting trai-
riing to the field staff of lLigriculbure Department. For higher
training Government is deputing selected students on stipends

- 40 various Agricultural Universities for degree and post gra-

juate courses in Agriculturc Science, -

In the field of forestry, year after ves rest
3 ar er year, forests
have.bgep destroyed due to the %asteful practicefof'shifting
culglvatlon.; Government proposesto prepare long-term plans
ggrggﬁglip tlgﬁer as well as firewood forests, During the
ear there is a prosramme of bringi )
hectar:s under new forests, neing tp 2,200

7 Communications is an important factor which contributes
to the economic growth of an area, Until .a- few years ago there
were hardly any roads in this territory. Total provision sought
for road development during the year ig about fs- 390 lakhs on -
the Plan side and g3 23% lakhs on the non-Plan side. Whilst
during the year 1977-78, 150 Kms. of kutcha roads and 12 Kms
black-top roads were constructed under the State Plan, 1t 4s.
precposed to take up 172 Kms of kutcha roads and 27 Kms, of ..
W
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of black-top roads during the current year., In addition we have
a programme for-metalling and gravelling 100 Kms. of the existing
kutcha roads, Our strotegy is tc metal at least 100 Kms. of
kutcha roads every year so th~t more and more of all weather
roads are available during the next few years. In g hilly area
criss-crossed by rivers it is necessery to provide bridges at
convenient points., Work has boen started on gonstruction of

a bridge on river Tuichang belcew Keitum, It 1s also proposed

" to initiate steps during the current year for construction of

rommi -
ssion-
ing of

bridges on river Tuipul below Fhewbung and river Tuivawl Chhuah
below Khawlek. . o

e . Ourrently, the Government is spending over ks 11 lakhs
annually on rent for housing the various offices. To provide
proper accomodation for Scerctariat offices, we have taken up
a ph~sed programme to be completed during the next 4/5 years.
Bs 25 lakhs will be spent during the current year.

My Government attaches o very high priority to the task
of providing drinking water to the peorle. Currently 51

"8chemes are under execution by the Public Health Engin=ering

Department. It is proposed to spend ks 155 lakhs during the
current year on these schemes and 14 of these are expected to

be completed., The 2xecution of these schemes in™ hilly tcrrain
is o .fairly éifficult task involving in some cases o distance

of 14 Kms. over which wnter hrs to be carried and in certaln
cases pumping hns to be done over o number of stages. For

A1z wl town 7 stages of purping has to be undertaken to.bring

up water from river Dhnleshwori(Tlrwng)« & scheme for augmen-
t~tion of water supply for Aiznwl town costing ks :150 lakhs has
been sanctioned. This scheme will be completed over a perlod

~of threc yenrs -nd will provide gufficient water to meet the

needs of this grewing Capital town of the Union Territory.

9. Power 1s an 2ssvntial component of the basic infras-
tructurc rcquircdé for economic progress, Currently we are
having totel installed copacity of 2,816 KWs of power based
on dlesel generators, In addition, we are getting 700 Kds
of gric power through the 66 KV Transmission Line,  More
nower is expected to flow iato Mizoram through 66 KV Line
~fter the/Knrdmm-K~1lni Project in Assam -nd Kopili Project in
Meghnlaya, My Government is nlso keenly interested in
speedily getting investiz~ted possibility of establlishing
hydel~generating st~tions on Dholeshwnri(Tlawng), Mat and
Tuivai rivers., Toc ecollect bosie date in resard to Dhales-
hwari znd M=t rivers, an Investigntion Division hnas been
cre-ted in the Blectricity Dencortment. We have requested
Governeent of India to cxtend assistance in this task.
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10, In the field of incustry the main comrhasis. 4s

. on small and village drdustries. In the past, sewing machines,

knitting mechines, hané-tools, .-etc., have been made available
to self-employed arcisans. Inlustrial loans have been advan-
ced for small-sealc ind ustrial projects. Three Industrial -
iraining Gentr:s =nd 8 Déménstration Centres have bren set

- up to propygats use of fly.shuttle looms. Weavers' Service
Centres are functic-ning at 24 places, and at 16. locatlons
Co~operative chlotlcs h~ve -been formed to assist the
weavers. s Sechunised varn dyxng factory has been establishe
ed at Alzawl. When lely comnis:irned, this unit will pro-
vide properly dycd yarn to our weavers., A simllar programme
of expansion-has been introduced in the field of sericulture,
Due - £0 availability of ocak in large areas in the esstern
parts of Mlzoram, 8 comyrehensive programme has been drawn up
-for rearing anc produ01ng ocak tﬂsser. _

S P : Another major developme nt has been the formation
' of Small Industries Development Borporation which is the finst
_public sector Company registered in this Union Territory.. The
Corporation will provicde substantial assistance to the smalle
Scale industries sector and will also act as a financing
agericy- for such projects. .Another notable gain has been the
introduction of the scheme of Central subsidy on capital
" investment under which 62 entrepreneums in Mizoram h-ve re-
ceived a subsidy of is 5.50 lakhs. This is a continuing scheme.
During the current year it is prorosed to establish twn Dis-
trict Industries Centres - one each in district Aizawl and
- Lunglel -~ for which we are getting asesistance of % 17.5 1a.khs
from the Geverament of oIndia, .Thése Cbntres will rrovide > |
unler cneroof, allosctvices ani-su;vort requirs? by small
entrepreneurq, inecluding identlflc?tlon of ¢ suitable scheme,
preparation of feasibility report, arrangements for supply .

of machinery and cquipment, prov1sion of raw mqterials and
even credit facilities, _

12 In the field of 1iteracy Mizoram,ﬁholds an
enviable position with a percentage of iiteracy which is

the second highest in the country. However, in education
there have been certaln areas of ne.lect, such as, mathe- .
matics ahd Science. A ppecial programme is, therefore, -
being undert&ken to improve the teaching of these subjects.
This. 1s essential beccause our yoygmg boys and girls can get. .
admission to professional and technical colleges only if they .
are good in these subjects and we do need a large number of .
doctors and engineers in the years tc come. Sustained -
efforts are also being made. to improve the quality of =~
teachers by putting them through Taricus training courses‘_
Mizoram Institute of Education and Under—Graduats Teachers '
Tralning Institute are conducting such training courses and
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it 1s proposes to strengthen these institutions. 4&n idea
regarding the expgnded activities of the Education Depart-
ment can be formed from thz fact that the Annual Plan bud~
get of this Dcpartment which has been in the neighbourhood
of about R 40 leklis during the past few years 1s being
sought to be rrised te ks 90 lokhs for the current financial
year. ' My Government will ensure that standards of teachin-
at all levels, rrimn~ry, wmid?le, high and college are
improved.

13, Recognizing the fact thet health serviges

have been generally inadequate in this territory, special
efforts have bheen wmeode to improve them in various spheres.
Last year 10-bedded Primary Hoalth Centres were established
at six placas and 51 beds were added to the existing hos-
pitals and dispensaries. During the current-year it is
proposed to improve fecilities at Primary Health Centres
and dlspensaries =nd algo at the existing Civil Ilospital

at Aizawls In tre rurel =reas the scheme of heslth service
has been reorganized and multi-purpose workers have heen
trained and posted in the villages, A total stronzth of O
Health Supervisors -and 320 Health Workers will ccover entire
Mizoram through 35 Main Centrecs and 160 8ub-Centres, Tor a
wider coverage in rural areas a new scheme launched by the
Government of India kncwn as Community Health Workers'
Scheme has also been. introduccd in Mizoram. Under this
Scheme, 500 Community Health Workours drawn from the villages
will be given free training =fter which they rzturn to their
villages, Last year 127 such workors received training.
Another 160 Workers will be trained this yeer. Thcse Wor-
kers are provided with a Medicine kit containing scome basic
prophylagic and cura! ive medicines. The object is to pro-
vide a certain minimum leve~lof medical and health services
in each villaze.

1h. Tn this review of devoelormental strabegy and
activities I have covered only the more important Depart-
ments although activities of Goverument extend into many
other fields, Here again, I woulddaw the attention of the
Hon'ble Members to n serious problem, which must be up-
permost in their winds, namely th: situaticn erasted by
Thingtams This situaticn was anticinated and certain
measures wore inditiated as far back 2s 1976 for dealing with
the menace of rocents, The emphasis in 1976 and in 1077
was on destruction of rats by distributing redznticides

to the cultivators and training them in their uwse. Teams
comprising of voluntery workers, Agriculture Denatment
specialists, students and others were organiscd to visit
affected areasand help the farmers in this campaign.



More than 26 lakhs rais were destroyed in this campaign but
even then substantial demage was ezused to the pacdy crop.
During the curr:nt year the emphasis has shifted to.provi<
aing relief to the people in digtress.: The main strategy has
been, firstly, -to bring in sufficient st cksidf foodgrain
into Mizoram through Food Corporation of Jndla so as to make
up for-the lost crop. As against about 26,000 M,.Ts, of -
rice imported durin: the year 1977, this vear more than
50,000 M.,Ts of rice is pro.ossd to be imported.  Secondlyy -
'purcha31ng power 1s being provided to the affected popula-
tion by giving largs-scalde relief works :uncder the Employ- -
imehtt Generation Schemes It is proposed to srend Rs12 lakhs
during’ the curreht year under this scheme. Adnitional

- purchasing power is belng proviced by entrusting to village
- communities the construetion of arriculturc roads, rural.

1ink rodads, and at some places even P.W.D. roads. In -~ "
© eertain areas Food for Work Scheme:is also teing introduced.
The third-prong of the reldef strategy is to provide agrin
eulture. relief loans to cultivetors who hive to work on:
thelr agricultural operstions and who cannot: D&rtlcipate in-
retief works., A4s per present estimates about Bs 90 lakhsg wlll'
be disbursed as relief loans. This .figure is 1likely toigol”
up depending. on the situation. This 16an is provided 1n:the
form of foodgrain raticn, the osbject béing that cultivators
should be free to work 1n their fields for production ofﬁa-.-
good crop during the current year, Lastly, individuals
who are old, sick or infirm and who cannot be put on relﬂef
works are buing provided gratuitous relief, The scmle of .:

- ~rations’ which was 2 Kgs. per adult per week in the rural areas

was'revised to 3 Kgs, per adult p r week in the month of -
February, 19784 Reéently, it has been deelded to enhance 1t
to ¥ Kgs. per adult per weok in certainworse affected areas
where the distress is more acutes My Governmerit has been
alive to this problem and will eontinue to at ach the highest
importance to meﬂtlnd this challenge.

15« - .- The working of the three autonomous Dlstrict
€ouncils - in-Chhimtuipuil District  showed some improvement.
Inthe past certain irregularltles had been cdommitted by the
Pawl and Chakma District Councils which had been locked into
by Commissions of Enquiry. On the basis cf the reports of the
Comnission of “Enquiry, the Pawl District Council had been
dissolved in November?1f76 and the functions of the Chakma
District Council Bad Ucen $~%on cvar by $hs admisistrator if- .
Oct t 'r,1976, - It has since then beéen possible to hold élec~
tions to Pawi - District Cotneil in Novemb@r,1977, end in.'
Chaktie and Lakher District Councils in December,1977. All °
the three Digtrict Councils have since “electer their Chaips"
men and Chief Executive Members zand these are now fune- -
tioning in a normal manner. Government will leavs no stone
untarned to remove any difficulties which mav-be faced by
these autonomous District Councils and provide adequate

1
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assistance financially, as well as, administratively for
development in their areas. ' The area covered by these
District Councils is not easily accessible and people are
backward, A sustained effort will be required to improve
the living conditions of the pecple inhabiting this area.

16, For improving the quality of 1living of our people 1t

is necessary to pay attention to certain sceial problems also.
In Mizoram we have certain exccllent social traditions and
every effort should be made to preserve our cultural hetlpage.
- Certain.evils which have crept into the society need to be
eradicatedy particularly the evil of drinking, This evil has”
done mueh harm to our society rarticularly the younger genera-
tion and my Government will take vigorous measures to imple-
ment the nrogramme of introducing prohibltion gradually as set
forth by the Prime Minister. It will be necessary to enact
appronriate leglslation for this purpose and we shall take up
this job on a priority basis, Among the Government servants
resteiction on drinking as prescribed under Goverament ins-
trictions will be strictly enforeced, Drunken behaviour in
public places will be firmly dealt with by the Prlice, - A
systematic campaign will be organised for educating the

people and building up a powerful publiec Opinion against
drinking.

17. For implementing all the programmes which have been
mentioned above we need 2 strong and afficient administration.
Mizoram became a Union Territory only six years ago and the
process of bullding up the administrative infrastructure has
been going on since then. On the ground our administrative -
machinery is rather weak, There is also need for reorganisa-
tion of certain Departments and celcg-tion of greater powers
to the field officers so that problems and difficulties of
the common people may be attended to on the spot. These
tasks will be undertaken by the Government in a systematic
manner after a careful study. Appet from reorganisation and
strengthening of the Administration a special drive will. be
Jaunched for eradication of corruption in the Administration.
The efficiency of Administration, to a lrarge extent 1s depen~
dent on the integrity of the officiels man»ing the Adminis-
tration and every effort will be made to improve the stan-
dards of integrity. My Government,is also awarc of certain
problems faced by the people living in Thlawhhawksg., While a.
“fdeclsion has been taken to extend some developmental benefits
to the resldents of certain catcgories of Thlawhbawks, if
will be -necessary to study this problem in greater depth and
find a solution to other problems and @ifficulties stdill
faced by the people. .This task will be taken up on a
priority bnsis. K : '
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18. © Mr.Speaker and Hon'ble Members, in this brief
review I heve given @n outline of the activitics of my
Government. and the programmes and policies to be pursued
during the current year., In a review of this type it is
naturally not possible to cover all the actlvities and

all the programmes of Government but I have made . srencdea-
vour to outline the goals and the direction towards which
we shall be marching., My Government will direct all its
energles to the essential tasks of eradicating poverty,
unemployment, dilstress on account of Thingtam and, most
important of all, to the %Hask of achieving lasting peace

in Mizoram, These are tasks which cannot be accomplished
on the basis of a narrow or partisan c¢ffort, These require
the unified endeavour of all pecple. For accomplishlng
"these takks my Government would seek whole-hearted coope-
ration from all sectlons. of people, in a spirit of goodwill
and reconciliation, I am confident that glven such goodwill
and cooperation and sincerc¢ endeavour on the part of my = -
Goverhment we .can mareh firmly forward towards the goal of
peace, progress and presperity in Mizoram, With these words
T leave you to your deliberatiocns and wish you all success,

JAI HIND.

SPEAKER: - . Tukinging khan kan Lt.Governor
: (Administrator) chuan he House hi a
rawn addressed a, Chuml a address-ns
copy chu tunah Member hm&nah rawn pharh nisela, Kan tih
tur dang kan tih hmain Chief Minister in esma Minister-te:
chu he House hmaah hian hristtirna neiturin kan ngen ang e.

PU THENPHUNGA .
CHIEF MINISTER. Pu Sperker Pu Zairemthanga, Minister
: Pu P,B.Rosanga, Minister,Pu Lalhmingthanga

Minlster, Pu F.Malsawma,; Minister,

SPEAKER: . Administrator address-na chungchang
_ 1awupuigmfthu“Pi=Thanmamdjn;g.f%?Eéfiam
: a, tin, a rawn thlewptu chu Pu K.Lal-
sanga a ni a, lowmpuina thu siam chu ka dawng a.

-  Tunah Pi Thanmawii lawmpuina thu.chu.
rawn sawl turin ka sawm G, =~ o

PI THANMAWIT Pu Specker, tukina Mizoram Legisla-
tive Assembly Member thut khawmna a -
Lt.Governor-ina thu a rawn sawl
chungchang ah khan kan lawmthu tunah hian ka sawi lang ay. -
vawiinni 22nd Junc 1978 a kan zinga lo kala thu a rawn s&
¥ha a lawmawm hle 2, S
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Tin, khatah khan chiang takin kan ram dinhmun te pawh a

lang a, chung ayang chuan member zawng zawng te hi kan
lawm a ni.. .

PU K.LALSANGA: " Pu Speaker, Pi Tranmawi'n - motion ‘of
~ Thanks a sawi kha House hmaok “isn k~
Ahl=awp thu ka rawn puang e..

SPEAKER: Tunah chuarnr Member zahawm tak tak n

' Administrator Address echu 2 copy in-

hmaah pharh a lo ni tawh a. Tin,

lawmpuina thu pawh dawn 2 1o ni a. Chumi Governor Address
a kha naktukah House chuan sawihona kan nei ang =.. Chumi
kan sawiho hma chuan Member zawng zawng ten ngun takin in
lo chhiar ka beisei a, - Tichuan naktukah chuan farkim taka
kan zavala kan ngaihtuah ho leh kan gawiho na turin fel
takin kan in buatsaih ka beisel a ni, Tunah chuan vawlin
a kan Sessl on chu kan lo ti tawp ang a. Naktukah dar 10:30
23,June,1978-ah hetah hizn kan inhmukhawm leh dawn nia.

D.C. PANDE,
SEC?ETARY.





